Chemical sensitivity appears to be an elusive phenomenon. Studies on individual differences in susceptibility may provide glimpses into the range of sensitivity in a population, which can be used for further study. Preliminary evidence in laboratory animals suggests the range of sensitivity to manufactured chemicals may span orders of magnitude. Determining the reasons that underlie individual differences in sensitivity is a more difficult enterprise. Conditioning of adverse physiological effects of airborne chemicals may play a vital role in the etiology of chemical sensitivity, and it provides a rigorous laboratory model by which to investigate some aspects of this elusive phenomenon. Environ Health Perspect 105(Suppl 2): 455-456 (1997) 
Introduction
The purposes of the workshop at which this report was presented were to gain insights into chemical sensitivity (1) , researchers estimated that the range (x ± 3 SD) of doses of pesticides and solvents producing small deficits in neurobehavioral function in adult male, healthy outbred rats and mice was 1.5 to 4 orders of magnitude (2) . How much greater the range would be after including gender, different ages, and a compromised physiology is unknown. These findings suggest that the traditional use of an uncertainty factor of 10 (10) . Flavors and odors appear to be prepotent stimuli in forming these types of conditioned associations. Application of these types of behavioral conditioning preparations would be beneficial in attempts to understand the etiology of chemical sensitivity, especially in light of the plausibility of the big-bang scenario mentioned above.
Finally, Cohen's work, along with that of many others makes it clear that the mind-body distinction is bogus and should have been laid to rest 40 or 50 years ago. The ability to form conditioned associations is every bit an integral part of the biological make-up of an organism as are processes like gustation and gestation. Attempts at demarcating chemical sensitivity into purely mental or organic phenomena will be futile and will undermine the extensive interdisciplinary collaborations that are needed to fully understand the dimensions and dynamics of the phenomenon.
